


















































































































































































































wanted  to  keep.  Basically  I  craved  prostitutes,  base  women, 






























































































































































































































































Bukowski’s  first  chapbook,  Flower,  Fist  and  Bestial  Wail  was 




























































“significant  force  in  American  Literature”  (Charlson  2005,  5), 
Bukowski  remains  under-investigated  within  the  academy.  Although 
it  is  too  simplistic  to  point  to  any  one  explanation  for  this 






















































Specifically, Bukowski’s work can be seen as flexing over four areas of 




1. Emotional Markers; where women have little to no agency in his 
Hustler stories and are more dimensionalised in Women. 
 
2. Physical Markers; where women have little power, often potrayed as 
objects that are powerless towards men in Hustler, and physically 
powerful in Women.  
 
3. Markers of Individual Agency; where women in Hustler lack power (in 
regards to the lack of speaking roles and being given names such as 
‘whore’), whereas in Women, women have names and strong voices 
throughout. 
 
4. Markers of Complexity of Character; where women in Hustler have no 
social status, and are simply holes to fuck. In Women, social status, 
employment and a woman’s wants are mentioned often.  
 
Appreciating these representational differences speaks to the nuanced 
nature of Bukowski’s literary contrbution and dimensionalises and 


























































































Firstly,  the  small  amount  of  academic  discourse  surrounding 























































books,  booklets,  chapbooks,  broadsides,  recordings,  ephemera, 
pirated  and  unauthorised  editions,  miscellaneous  items  as  well  as 
magazines  and  newspapers  with  original  Bukowski  poems,  stories, 
letters,  artwork,  essays,  interviews,  photographs  and  work  in 
progress”.  As  Sounes  (1998,  285)  observes,  “Charles  Bukowski  was 
































theory-based  criticism  accentuates  an  academic  disregard  for 
Bukowski’s  work,  especially  in  the  last  two  decades,  and  especially 
in  proportion  to  the  size  of  his  body  of  work”  (2009,  2).  Existing 















Charles  Bukowski,  does  not  present  any  in-depth  analysis  of 





talent”  (Cherkovski  1991,  Introduction). The  book  goes  on  to 
examine  a  handful  of  poems  and  prose  with  the  intent  of 

























were  far  less  crafted  than  the  work  of  Black  Sparrow  Press 

























































































































































































on  Rye.  Departing  from  gender  and  misogyny-based  criticism, 
David  Jon  Charlson’s  thesis,  “Charles  Bukowski:  Autobiographer, 
Gender  Critic,  Iconoclast”  (2005,  6),  cites  “the  social  and  cultural 
status  quo  of  America  through  dramatizing  much  of  his 
[Bukowski’s]  own  work”.  Finally,  Tamas  Dobozy  (2001)  provides  a 
Marxist  analysis  of  Bukowski’s  books  in  “In  the  Country  of 





















































































Press  or  the  small  presses.  Bukowski’s  novel  Women  was 
contemporaneous  with  the  earliest  of  these  stories,  as  it  was  written 
in  1978  and  published  by  Black  Sparrow  Press.  The  book  is  about 












































































































within  both  Hustler  and  Women,  kissing  represents  passion, 
violence,  love,  power  and  misogyny.  Unpacking  the  complexities  of 












































slowing  of  temporal  viewpoint  and  the  density  of  observation 
combine  here  to  magnify  this  softness  and  emotional  intimacy.  A 
key  marker  of  Chinaski’s  emotional  vulnerability  is  given  here:  “I 

































































































































































































































































ignored  by  the  male  protagonists. This may relflect a conventional 
pornography aesthetic which sees women ‘ultimately presented to the 
consumer as “Pet,” Playmate,” or “Beaver” of the month.’ (Dines, Jensen and 
Russo 2013, 62), in which a woman is objectified, void of feeling or need, 
and where her inequlity is apparent in “the pornographic industry (which) is 







































emotional  relationships  that  vary  between  Bukowski’s  work  in 



















































































Bukowski’s  Hustler  stories  and  his  novel  Women  lies  around 
markers  of  physicality  within  the  text.  As  with  emotional  markers, 





In  Women,  the  female  characters  are  frequently  depicted  as 





spectrum,  the  physical  power  demonstrated  in  Hustler  shows 



































































































includes  the  notion  that  women  are  capable  of  physical  self- 


































































































































































































































































































Hustler.  In  Women,  the  female  characters  are  often  sexually 








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































as  the  cheeks  of  her  arse  opened  outside  the  edges  of  her 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































kind  of  self  righteous  self  fucking  glory  in  the  morning’s 
achievements,  I  passed  the  black  painted  front  window  of  the  sex 
shop  that  sat  at  the  basement  level  of  the  carpark.  Some 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































I  turned  on  the  television.  Its  screen  showed  me  some 
midnight  teenage  angst  movie  where  some  young  14-year-old  pixie 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Dines, Gail , Bob Jensen, Ann Russo. 2013. Pornography: The Production 
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